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It must be emphasized that, while exercising absolute power
in respect of matters of common interest, the Federal Govern-
ment would have no right to interfere with the local affairs of
its component States, each national community retaining the
sole right to determine its own internal form of government
and to take care of its own social and cultural life. It is very
necessary to distinguish between the right and the wrong
forms of nationalism, and a proper pride in one's own race
and its traditions is something greatly to be encouraged; a
world entirely standardized in customs, habits, and language
would be infinitely the poorer, but the right to preserve these
in their infinite variety would be guaranteed by the Federal
Government. To-day, under the rule of the wrong form of
nationalism, which demands, when powerful enough^ political
and economic domination over others, the weaker com-
munities are too often assimilated by the stronger. This right
to attempt to impose our will on another nation against
theirs is the only form of nationalism that we should have to
renounce under a federal system, ariffthe loss of this right is
scarcely one which we ought to deplore.

On the other hand, there must be no possibility of inter-
ference by any of the various national governments with the
international matters which are the proper concern of the
Federal Government. There can be no compromise over the
irrevocability of the surrender to it of whatever sovereign
rights may be deemed necessary. It has been suggested that
the failure of the League of Nations was really due to the fact
that every important action taken by it depended upon the
ratification of the States concerned, who reserved the absolute
right of final decision for themselves. Not only must a Federal
Government have the power to enforce any decisions which it
may make, but the delegates to a Federal Assembly miist be,
not nominees of the national governments as were those to
the League Assembly^ but representatives elected fireely by
the people of the component countries, By this it is not meant
that they must necessarily be elected by the direct regional
system in vogue in the democracies* Our democratic system
appears to us undoubtedly the best of all forms of government,
but many other races, whom we can scarcely call necessarily